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Tim Boyer
S p o r t s  E d i t o r
On Friday, Febru-ary 23rd, Dr. Ger-ald Jakubowski an-
nounced to the community 
that he would be resigning as 
the president of Rose-Hulman 
Institute of Technology, effec-
tive June 30th, 2009. Days later, 
it was announced that he ac-
cepted the position of provost 
at The California Maritime 
Academy in Valejo, Calif. Re-
cently, Jakubowski spoke with 
The Rose Thorn regarding his 
resignation. 
Jakubowski first discussed 
the position he will be taking 
at Cal Maritime next year. He 
described the position of pro-
vost as a second in command 
to the president. He will be 
responsible for aspects of the 
academy such as academic 
programs, enrollment man-
agement, admissions, finan-
cial aid, campus life, athletics, 
the library and continuing ed-
ucation. “In some ways it’s less 
responsibilities, but in other 
areas more responsibilities. 
It’s like the president is setting 
the big picture and my job is 
to make it happen. In many 
respects, being president is a 
little easier. It’s little harder to 
make these things happen,” 
Jakubowski commented.
When asked why he decid-
ed to resign, he cited personal 
reasons.
Jakubowski also said that 
he suspects he will not be 
very involved in finding a re-
placement for the position. 
He explained that the Board 
of Trustees has formed two 
committees for the situation. 
One will be in charge of find-
ing an interim president once 
Jakubowski steps down this 
summer to serve as a tempo-
rary successor, and the other 
for finding the more perma-
nent successor. The Board 
intends to overlap the end of 
Jakubowski’s term with the 
start of the interim successor 
to facilitate a smooth transi-
tion.
When asked about the past 
three, years as Rose-Hulman 
president, Jakubowski only 
had the best to say about his 
experience. 
When asked what his best 
memory in his time at Rose-
Hulman, Jakubowski com-
mented about how much he 
has enjoyed the homecom-
ing activities, including the 
pep rally, bonfire and football 
games. “The bonfire is such a 
Rose-Hulman tradition and 
it’s always been a lot of fun,” 
he said.
Jakubowski also spoke of his 
biggest challenge as president 
of Rose-Hulman. As president, 
he had many demands on his 
time, from attending student 
events to the faculty’s desire 
for him to be active and visible 
on campus, along with the im-
portant responsibility of rais-
ing funds. “You can’t raise fund 
while you’re on campus. It’s 
not just visiting alumni in In-
dianapolis. It’s a matter of trav-
eling to California, Florida and 
Washington, D.C. and going to 
different places and meeting 
the different alumni and so all 
of that takes a lot of time.”
But Jakubowski easily went 
back to how much he enjoyed 
his experience. “First of all, I’ve 
just really enjoyed my experi-
ence at Rose-Hulman, Lynn 
and I both have. 




German teen kills 
15 in shooting 
Tim Kretschmer, a seventeen year old 
teenager from Winnenden, a town around 
fifteen miles from Stuttgart, shot and 
killed fifteen people in a rampage that be-
gan at his former school.  His victims at the 
school were nine students, as well as three 
female teachers.  Twenty-five miles away, 
Kretschmer killed himself after the au-
thorities began closing in on him.  Shortly 
after the shootings began, police forces 
stormed the house where Kretschmer 
lived.  Authorities say Kretschmer’s father 
legally owns the gun that Kretschmer used 
to kill his victims. Officials are searching 
for any farewell letter the young man may 
have left, aside from the Internet posting 
to a friend living in the German state of 
Bavaria.    
Obama Fingers hit 
the shelves in 
Germany
German frozen food company Sprehe 
is offering a new product to German con-
sumers, the Obama Fingers.  This offering 
follows a large amount of Obama memo-
rabilia in the central European nation, 
which has seen offerings of Obama dolls, 
Obama T-shirts, and even Obama thong 
underwear.  The Obama Fingers are “ten-
der, juicy pieces of chicken breast, coat-
ed and fried,” as the product’s package 
claims.   There is a risk, however, that the 
product might seem racially insensitive, 
because fried chicken has long been as-
sociated with African-Americans in the 
United States of America.  Judith Witting, 
sales manager for Sprehe said the con-
nection never occurred to her, saying “It 




Michael McLendon killed his mother, 
grandmother, uncle, two cousins, and 
five other people before turning the gun 
on himself in a shooting spree on Tues-
day.  The 28 year old Alabama man began 
his spree in Kinston by burning down the 
house in which he and his mother lived, 
killing her.  An hour later, McLendon killed 
himself after a shootout with the police in 
the factory at which he had worked until 
2003.  The shootings shocked the town of 
two thousand people.  State Senator Har-
ri Anne Smith stated, “The community’s 
just in disbelief, just how this could hap-
pen in our small town.” 
  RO S E-HU L M A N IN S T I T U T E O F TE C H N O L O G Y        TE R R E HA U T E,  IN D I A N A
O S E  T H O R N
Pike Comedy Night a success
Tim Ekl
P h o t o  E d i t o r
What smells like crys-tal meth and broken dreams?
 According to Claude 
Stewart, it’s downtown Terre 
Haute. Stewart and colleague 
Jon Burton, both stand-up 
comedians, visited Rose-Hul-
man Tuesday night to put on 
a show in support of the local 
Big Brothers/Big Sisters pro-
gram on behalf of Pi Kappa 
Alpha.
The show attracted about 
a hundred guests and raised 
over $1300 for Big Brothers/
Big Sisters.
“Everything was actually 
pretty perfect,” Burton said. 
“People here were profession-
al; they explained what was 
going on; there was the mike, 
the stool, the water, a good au-
dience.”
The audience, according to 
Stewart, was one of the things 
that made the Rose-Hulman 
show different from most of 
those the two comics per-
formed.
“It’s a different vibe when 
you have sober students 
who’ve had a long day of 
class,” Stewart said.  “You have 
to know that it’s up to you to 
build the momentum.”
The comedians, who have 
worked together about once 
every other month for several 
years, mostly perform at com-
edy clubs or private parties. 
They were first approached 
to perform at Rose-Hulman 
by Jon Papp, junior mechani-
cal engineer and External Vice 
President of PKA. Papp served 
as the contact point and pri-
mary organizer of the event.
“At first I was chasing down 
big-name comedians, and they 
were all shooting me down,” 
Papp said. “So we went to this 
club in Indy and Jon Burton 
was performing there. When 
I told him I needed a longer 
show, he told me he normally 
toured with Claude.”
Papp said he and PKA were 
pleased with the success of the 
event, as well as the amount of 
money the two raised.
The hardest part of getting 
the event together was the 
organization. Reservations in 
Hatfield Hall had to be made 
in September, and managing 
the remainder of the details 
took a considerable amount 
of effort.
“It was a good learning ex-
perience. The business details 
seemed like they’d be easy to 
handle, but they’re a lot harder 
when you’re doing it yourself,” 
Papp said. “It really challenged 
me to stop procrastinating be-
cause I had to be on top of this 
right away.”
In the end, though, the event 
went off well, and the comics 
had kind words for the Rose-
Hulman campus afterwards.
“It looks and smells twenty 
times better than downtown,” 
Stewart said.
In  thi s  i s sue  of  the  Rose  Thorn. . .
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Rose-Hulman has something 
very special that just does not 
exist at other schools.
-Jakubowski
Dr. Gerald Jakubowski, president of Rose-Hulman.  Jakubowski 
will be resigning effective June 30, 2009.
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“Working to keep the Rose-Hulman community informed 
by providing an accurate and 
dependable source for news and information.”
The Rose Thorn is published on Fridays














































Quick Cross Crypto-Quote of the Week
By Melissa Brumbaugh
OLYV, VLSU? OLT YJS NTC 
_ _ _ _,  _ _ _ _?  _ _ _  _ _ _  _ _ _
RQWWQPF? NTC EYQW QV NTCJESAD, 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _?  _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _,
NTC’JS Y DYUQAN TD TPS. YAOYNE 
_ _ _’_ _  _  _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _  _ _ _.  _ _ _ _ _ _
OQAA XS. QV’E LTO FCNE AQRS NTC YPW 
_ _ _ _  _ _.  _ _’_  _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _  _ _ _
US ECJKQKS. ET Y DSO EYME FTV LCJV 
_ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _.  _ _  _  _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _  _ _ _ _
QP VLS MJTGSEE. VTCFL. VLYV’E AQDS.
_ _  _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _.  _ _ _ _ _.  _ _ _ _’_  _ _ _ _. 
Instructions:
Solve the puzzle by deciphering the following quote 
and fi gure out from which movie the quote is.  Each 
letter represents a different letter in the alphabet.
Hint (Solution = Crypto):
A = Y   B = X   C = G
3 TWO 6 BEDROOM HOUSES FOR RENT
Reserve your housing NOW for 09/10 school year.
Several 5 minute drive to campus from town, several 
near S. 6th and College Ave.  Large, private bedrooms, 
2 plus baths, C/A, 2 car garages, all utilities included, 
washer / dryer / fridge / range / and dishwasher.  Clean 
and well maintained with 24/7 service.  9-12 Mo Leases.  
In better neighborhood with ample parking.  Rose  and 
ISU occupied.  812-478-9286
8-9 bedroom house available in August.  Features in-
clude 2 kitchen, laundry facilities, 3 full baths, large 
community rooms plus more.  For more information 




Use the clues to fi ll out the puzzle, where 




Using addition (+), subtraction (-), multiplication 
(x), and division (/), solve the puzzle by using all 
the given numbers only once to equal the Magic 
Number.
___   +   ___   x   ___   +   ___   +   ___   =  699
5   10   35   57   89
House for Rent
3bd., 4bd., spacious, quiet for study, EXTRA NICE! Call 
232-6977 after 11 am,  leave ph #.
Friday, March 13, 2009 NEWS 3
Lindsey Saxton
S t a f f  W r i t e r
Winter term, widely consid-
ered the longest and darkest of 
the three, brings merriment and 
rejoicing when, at last, the term 
ends. Many people went home 
while others went on trips with 
various organizations and clubs. 
One such visit home was made 
by Mees freshman Melissa Galey 
to her family in Houston, Texas. 
One of the days, she went to the 
coast with friends for fun and 
seafood. Other activities includ-
ed charitable tutoring at a local 
elementary school and giving a 
talk at her high school about col-
lege and Rose life. In addition, 
various Mees residents visited 
for periods of time, enjoying the 
break from classes with friends. 
“Other than that, I slept a lot and 
shopped.”
Others, like Peter Westrick, 
went on trips with Greek or-
ganizations. He was part of a 
backpacking and road tripping 
trip that went through 11 states 
total. Peter and eight of his Pike 
brothers backpacked in Zion Na-
tional Park but had to stop early 
because of snow on the trails. 
“We kind of had to adjust.” In-
stead, they drove down through 
Nevada and Arizona. He most 
enjoyed Angels’ Landing, two 
cliffs of either side of a 2 meter 
wide path that had to be climbed 
using chains. Other highlights 
included a night’s stay in Las Ve-
gas, a national forest in Arizona 
for a second day of backpacking, 
the Hoover Dam, and the Grand 
Canyon (where they hiked all the 
way down and back in half a day) 
for a total of almost 6,000 miles 
of driving.
Some sports teams went to 
training camps in various parts 
of the United States. The softball 
team went to Tuscan Arizona. 
Margaret Modic, a right fielder, 
said, “It was a good time to bond 
with the team and get to know a 
lot about the people I’m playing 
with.” They played 8 games over 
4 days, leaving with a record of 
3-5 for the week and painful sun-
burns because of the heat and 
sunlight in Tuscan. On Wednes-
day, some took a break to visit 
the campus at the University of 
Arizona. The baseball team flew 
to Florida for an intensive week-
long camp. They team was 8-2 
for the week and really enjoyed 
their time together. Whether 
they went on a trip with friends, 
prepared for the spring season, 
or just relaxed at home, Rose 
students agree that a break from 
classes and Rose was just what 
they needed.
Winter break
Peter Westrick takes a break from hiking to pose for a picture.  Westrick 
went on an 11-state backpacking roadtrip over  quarter break.
Peter Westrick
TAIKOPROJECT, an American taiko drumming ensemble formed in 




S t a f f  W r i t e r
On March 14th, TAIKOPRO-
JECT will be coming to Hatfield. 
According to the website, “The 
TAIKOPROJECT is an ensemble 
of premiere taiko drummers 
dedicated to promoting and 
advancing the American art of 
taiko”. Basically, the TAIKOPRO-
JECT combines traditional Japa-
nese taiko drumming with Japa-
nese-American culture to create 
a modern blend of heritage and 
music. One of the main goals of 
the group is to teach the audi-
ence about the culture and tradi-
tions associated with taiko while 
entertaining. The group has per-
formed all over the world, from 
LA to Dubai to Tokyo. According 
to the LA weekly times, “TAIKO-
PROJECT--this ain’t your mama’s 
taiko, but it may be your hip, 
younger cousin’s.” Performances 
include presentations of tradi-
tional Japanese and American 
songs, storytelling, and some 
‘special effects.’  But be prepared 
for a show because, according to 
the International Examiner, “...
they blew the roof off with their 
energy and willingness to take 
taiko into the 21st century by ex-
perimenting with various media 
and settings. They take Ameri-




D a i l y  K e n t  S t a t e r
A committee put in place by 
Kent State University decided not 
to dismiss first-year students with 
a grade point average below 0.5 
for the current semester.
Historically, that has been the 
minimum GPA for first-semes-
ter freshmen and first-semester 
transfer students to avoid dis-
missal. But some administrators 
think they should receive a sec-
ond chance to start all over again.
“We need to try to help every 
student be successful, and by giv-
ing only one semester, are we re-
ally giving them the best chance 
to be successful?” Senior Associ-
ate Provost Tim Chandler asked. 
“Is it fair and reasonable to dis-
miss a student after one semes-
ter? For many students, coming to 
a university is a really big change 
and for some of them, (it) takes 
more than one semester to get to 
used to the idea of what college is 
all about.”
At the end of Fall 2008, 350 
first-semester freshmen and first-
semester transfers should have 
been dismissed. The committee, 
however, decided to allow these 
students to register for Spring 
2009. Only 157 students came 
back.
Chandler said under the uni-
versity’s new budget model, 
“there would be a temptation to 
keep students in the system, not 
to dismiss them because finan-
cially we’ll gain.”
He said, however, in the long 
run this would not be beneficial 
for the university because soon 
the state will no longer give mon-
ey to the institution based on the 
number of enrolled students. In-
stead, the funding will be based 
on graduation rates.
But in the eyes of various ad-
ministrators, some students are 
simply not ready to attend col-
lege.
“We anticipated that a fairly 
large number were not return-
ing because they realize they are 
having difficulties or sometimes 
there are outside circumstances 
that they have not yet resolved,” 
said Nancy Mitchell, associate 
dean of the College of the Arts 
and a member of the committee. 
“A family situation that pulls them 
back home, they have to work a 
large number of hours and they 
have difficulty keeping up with 
classwork.”
Two Ds and two Fs equal a 0.5 
GPA based on 12 credit hours. 
Those students who came back 
are expected to drastically im-
prove their grades.
Elizabeth Sinclair, assistant 
dean in the College of Business 
Administration and a member 
of the committee, said the stu-
dents who registered again were 
required to line up with certain 
policies depending on each col-
lege. In the College of the Arts, 
students must meet with advisers 
on a regular basis. In the College 
of Business Administration, they 
had to register for a student suc-
cess class.
Regardless of college, none of 
the students can take pass/fail 
classes.
“We would require them to re-
peat the courses (where students 
had a poor performance),” Sin-
clair said. “If they improve their 
grades, the higher grade counts. 
So it’s very possible they could 
find themselves off probation af-
ter that first semester (back).”
Some of the academic reasons 
for students to drop below 0.5 
are the difference in expectations 
from high school to college, as 
well as the volume and quality of 
work.
“A lot of students have been 
able to go through high school 
and not study, and now in a col-
lege environment they need to 
study,” Mitchell said.
Before deciding whether to 
make the pilot an actual policy, 
the members of the commit-
tee are monitoring the students’ 
progress. Sally Kandel, associate 
vice president for institutional re-
search and student success, said 
they will look closely at students’ 
spring semester grades, too.
“We try to provide as much as-
sistance as we could and see if 
they could be academically suc-
cessful,” Mitchell said. “We are 
not at the point of having any 
conclusions really, or recommen-
dations; we are just starting that 
part of the process.”
Kent State U. keeps students with 
GPAs below .5
Jakubowski, from page 1
“We’ve really enjoyed our in-
volvement with the students. We’re 
just so impressed with the quality 
of the students that come to Rose-
Hulman and their dedication and 
their passions and their drive.
“Not only are the students tech-
nically bright but they have such 
a wide breadth of interest and so 
it’s always be a lot of fun going to 
the athletic events, it’s been fun 
going to the drama club perfor-
mances, all the different clubs and 
organizations, with the Greeks on 
campus and to see all of the com-
munity service that the students 
have done. I’ve been at a lot of 
universities and I’ve never seen 
a group of students like we have 
Rose-Hulman. They certainly have 
outstanding students like that but 
not in such large percentages. 
“And the other thing is that 
I’ve never seen a more dedicated 
group of faculty and they’re just 
so passionate about their teach-
ing and their willingness to work 
with the students and truly chal-
lenge the students and bring out 
the best in the students.  And the 
other thing we have is the staff. 
The staff plays just as important 
of a roll in the education of the 
students as the faculty and we 
have the housekeepers and the 
custodians and the professional 
staff. And we see that Rose is just a 
phenomenal place and really just 
a community of faculty, staff and 
students and it’s been very, very 
rewarding.
“What I will miss most will be 
the students, faculty, and staff and 
the whole spirit of community 
that exists here. Rose-Hulman has 
something very special that just 
does not exist at other schools.”
When asked if he will be visiting 
after he steps down, he answered 
affirmatively, without hesitation. 
“Rose-Hulman definitely has a 
place in the hearts of Lynn and I 
and we’ve made a lot of friends 
not only at Rose-Hulman but also 
in the Terre Haute community. 
We’ll be back to visit with the stu-
dents and faculty.”
Annie Bullock
S t a f f  W r i t e r
Imagine that your old college 
roommate has become the Pres-
ident of the United States, the 
most powerful man on Earth. 
You now hold the fate of the 
country, and possibly the entire 
world, in your hands with the 
power to reject the President as 
fi t for duty. That’s what happens 
to Gabe Singleton, a small town 
doctor in Wyoming. His best 
friend, the current US President, 
lands Air Force One in his back 
yard and begs for Gabe to come 
to Washington DC to be his per-
sonal physician.
The President’s doctor has 
disappeared. Now, the president 
needs someone he can trust to 
look after his health in the vola-
tile pre-election months. After 
some persuasion, Gabe agrees 
to come to DC until they fi nd 
the original doctor. Once there, 
Gabe witnesses a strange psy-
chotic episode which seizes the 
president. He hallucinates, has 
convulsions, and hears voices; 
all the symptoms of a man not 
fi t to run the country. 
However, Gabe agrees to run 
some tests to fi gure out what 
is causing the presidents prob-
lems. The results of the tests 
show that there are traces of 
psychotropic drugs in his body. 
Meanwhile, the hidden loyalties 
and dark secrets behind every-
one’s agenda make Gabe un-
sure whom to trust. When Gabe 
stumbles upon an underground 
laboratory, he ties the presi-
dent’s unexplained problems 
into the secret nanotechnology 
industry which would be regu-
lated if the current president 
were re-elected. 
After Gabe kidnaps the presi-
dent—for his own protection, of 
course—the story takes a sur-
prising twist. The conclusion is 
unexpected, but once again, the 
world is safe by the fi nal pages 
of this bestseller.
This book is reminiscent of 
Michael Crichton’s novel, “Prey,” 
because of its science-fi ction 
nanotechnology.  Although the 
quote on the cover of the book 
by ex-President Bill Clinton 
claims that Palmer captures the 
atmosphere in the White House, 
at no time does the story seem 
like a non-fi ction book: Michael 
Palmer writes yet another very 
good story with enough fi ctional 
technology and subterfuge that 
the reader cannot reasonably 
mistake the fi ction for truth. 
After a somewhat sedate 
beginning, he speeds up the 
plotline and the story moves 
quickly. He expertly weaves the 
storylines from the perspectives 
of the president, Gabe, the miss-
ing doctor, and the secret service 
agent assigned to guard Gabe. 
Although I enjoyed this book 
immensely and the author 
seems to have researched of 
current nanotechnology, I do 
have a geographical bone to 
pick. When Gabe kidnaps the 
president from Camp David and 
takes him to a remote castle in 
Hagerstown, Maryland, Palmer 
must have stopped doing his 
research. Thurmont, the town 
closest to Camp David, is not 
big enough to have a cab ser-
vice, which presents a major 
tactical error in the entire plot 
to abscond with The Man. And 
even if it did, I highly doubt that 
a cab would be allowed to enter 
Camp David.
Nonetheless, “First Patient” 
is another well-written book 
that certainly deserves its time 
on the New York Times Best-
sellers list. I would recommend 
this book to anyone who likes a 
good mystery, action, or science 
fi ction novel. The book is long 
(almost 500 pages), but it is well 
worth the read. 
Eli Baca
S t a f f  W r i t e r
Created as a 12-issue limited 
comic book series, “Watch-
men” was groundbreaking and 
reflected the anxieties of the 
times while deconstructing the 
superhero concept. Written by 
Alan Moore, “Watchmen” is re-
garded by critics as a seminal 
text of the comic book medium 
and, when it was originally re-
leased, helped DC Comics brief-
ly overtake its competitor Mar-
vel Comics in the comic book 
direct market. After numerous 
attempts to adapt “Watchmen” 
into a film, Zack Snyder com-
pleted the task—despite Moore 
refusing to have his name at-
tached to any film adaptation.
“Watchmen” is set in an alter-
nate 1985 where Nixon is in his 
fifth presidential term, nuclear 
warfare is closer than ever, and 
masked vigilantes are real—and 
now banned by the government. 
The murder of the superhero 
The Comedian (Jeffrey Dean 
Morgan) sparks an investiga-
tion by Rorschach (Jackie Earle 
Haley) to look into a possible 
plan to take out ex-heroes. He 
gets some help from other re-
tired friends, Nite Owl II (Pat-
rick Wilson) and Silk Spectre II 
(Malin Akerman) along the way, 
while uncovering more of the 
myster plot surrounding the su-
per naked Dr. Manhattan (Billy 
Crudup) and super smart Ozy-
mandias (Matthew Goode). 
While the film is 
a comic book adap-
tion, the movie is not 
a superhero movie 
(the only one with any 
powers is the Smurf, 
Dr. Manhattan) but 
rather a detective 
mystery ‘whodunnit’ 
that earns its R rating. 
The film is not for 
an audience looking 
for a Superman, Spi-
der-Man, or even Bat-
man theme—the gore 
is reminiscent of Sny-
der’s 300, there’s a very 
graphic sex scene, and 
male frontal is abun-
dant throughout the 
160-minute movie. 
Jackie Haley’s por-
trayal of Rorschach 
gives off a slight 
Heath-Ledger-as-the-
Joker feel, especially 
when he gets locked 
up in prison (holy hot 
oil, Batman!), which 
effectively draws the 
viewers to his char-
acter.  Jeffrey Dean Morgan also 
delivered a strong performance, 
bringing The Comedian to life 
in all his gun-toting glory. While 
these two actors performed 
well, the others sometimes left 
the story a little bland, but not 
badly enough to ruin the mov-
ie.
Having read the graphic novel, 
I found it hard not to compare 
the movie to the book, but it 
was also easy to fill 





the comic book 
to life. So many 
little things 




might miss the 
minute details, I 




aged to make it 
to the screen. 
The problems I 
found with the 
movie were the 
most obvious—
if you hadn’t 
read the book 
before the movie 
then some story 
elements got a 





pletely off the 
table, and we see only “the New 
Frontiersmen” at the end (even 
though the organization plays a 
central part in the comic). 
Another problem caused by 
not reading the book was the 
connection with Dr. Manhat-
tan—the point of his increas-
ing nakedness towards the end 
and his subsequent journey to 
Mars were not because he’s just 
a nut. Rather, the point was to 
illustrate the loss of his human-
ity to his god-like powers. There 
was also a new ending that gave 
the audience closure, especially 
with Dr. Manhattan, but didn’t 
really show the overall empty 
feeling of the group over the fi-
nal events.
Overall, the movie was 
good—not “OMG AMAZING” 
but not completely bad: it told 
a story, developed characters, 
gave viewers romance, drama, 
action, and death, and had a 
cast that delivered a good per-
formance. 
If the movie didn’t make you 
want to “watch the Watchmen,” 
I would suggest reading the 
graphic novel, which is avail-
able in most stores. 
“Who watches the Watchmen?”
Not children, I hope!
The Rose ThornENTERTAINMENT4
 
Do you have knowledge  





















Applications for positions for the 2009-10 school year are available NOW in the 
Learning Center or online at www.rose-hulman.edu/lc/Employment.htm.  The 
deadline for applying is Friday, March 27, 2009.  Visit the Learning Center, 
located in the lower level of Logan Library, or call 8876 for more details. 
The Learning Center is currently accepting  
applications for the following paid positions: 
 
 
Learning Center Tutors 























Initially printed in 1987, this genre defi ning 
story has done more than enough to warrant 
the critical praise and cult following.
http://www.dccomics.com
http://www.michaelpalmerbook.com
“A comedian dies tonight,” rings as true as it did in 
the graphic novel. Edward “The Comedian” Blake 
played by Jeffrey Dean Morgan is still outshined by
Jackie Haley as Rorscharch.
http://www.moviesonline.ca
Reviewer rating: 4.0 elephantsReviewer rating: 4.0 elephants
Two asprin for the
president, please?
Melissa Schwenk
S t a f f  W r i t e r
So you went on a great vaca-
tion and have taken a bunch of 
photographs.  You’ve even taken 
the time to upload them to Face-
book.  But now your technologi-
cally-challenged parents want 
to see your pictures and show 
them at family gatherings (that 
picture of you passed out on the 
beach is just precious).  How do 
you create a lasting way to show 
off your pictures?  Create a scrap 
book!  It’s a good way to put off 
your homework and will prob-
ably impress those around you. 
While there are many hardcore 
scrapbookers out there who 
may have other ideas, anyone 
can scrapbook.  Here are a few 
tips to get you started.  
First of all, start small.  Don’t 
try to tackle all five thousand 
pictures you took on your trip. 
Narrow it down to either your 
f a v o r i t e s 
from the 
entire trip 
or from a 
certain day. 






but for now, 
avoid them 
since they 
can be too 








time to pick 
your pa-
per.  There 
are infi -
nitely many 
c h o i c e s 
of back-
grounds for 
d i f f e r e n t 
price rang-
es.  Many 
are themed and you might be 
able to fi nd the perfect paper 
that refl ects your trip, just be 
prepared to spend a pretty pen-
ny on it.  For beginners, simple 
backgrounds in bright colors can 
be purchased cheaply in large 
packs.  These often work better 
than the themed sheets, as pic-
ture placement becomes less 
diffi cult.  Additionally, you can 
choose background color based 
on your trip theme.  For a Carib-
bean getaway, pick a blue paper. 
For a hiking trip in the moun-
tains, try a green paper.  No mat-
ter what your trip entailed, you 
will be able to fi nd a great paper 
to mount your pictures.  
Along with paper you’ll need 
a book to store the pages.  You 
don’t have to buy a fancy book, 
but if you want one you can find 
them at several different stores, 
including Hallmark, Hobby 
Lobby, and even Wal-mart. 
There are self-adhesive books 
on the market as well, but, as 
most experienced scrapbook-
ers will tell you, the glue used 
will eventually eat away at your 
photographs.  You can find glue 
at Wal-mart that is scrapbook-
safe and the same price as regu-
lar glue.  
Now that you have all your 
supplies, it’s time to start plan-
ning your pages.   You can ei-
ther go with themed pages or 
put your pictures in sequential 
order.  I prefer sequential order, 
so as to facilitate storytelling 
as you flip through the book. 
Try not to put more than three 
pictures on a page.  You need 
to leave enough room to put in 
captions.  Plan out all the pages 
before you start gluing anything. 
You may find that one pictures 
fits better in another place or 
that you have two pictures that 
are almost exactly the same.  
Once you have the pages 
planned, start gluing the pho-
tos down.  Trace the edges of the 
pictures with your glue stick and 
then draw from corner to cor-
ner.  I’ve found that this method 
holds the best and keeps the 
edges of pictures from popping 
up.  Next to or below each pic-
ture write the names of the peo-
ple in it and the location where 
it was taken.  If you are using 
pictures from different days, try 
to include the date.  This can 
help when the police ask for an 
alibi for that night.  
As you get more experienced 
with scrapbooking you might 
want to start experimenting 
with different borders on your 
photos, as well as different ac-
cent pieces on your pages.  Re-
member, this scrapbook is for 
you, so make it as plain or as 
fancy as you like.  Happy scrap-
booking!  
If you have something you 
want explained, send your 
questions to the Rose Thorn at 
thorn@rose-hulman.edu.  You 
just might see a How-To Article 
about it! 
How to: Scrap-book
Melissa tells us how to create reminders for memories that will last a lifetime.
http://encinotarzanateens.fi les.wordpress.com/
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“”
I want to take my girl-
friend to the movies, 
but I haven’t been 
dating her very long 
and I don’t know 
what she likes to 
watch.  What should 
I do?  
The Ladies’ Man
Elliot Simon
S t a f f  W r i t e r
Dear Ladies’ Man,
I want to take my girlfriend to 
the movies, but I haven’t been 
dating her very long and I don’t 
know what she likes to watch. 
What should I do?  
-Fickle about Films
Dear Fickle,
I understand your predicament, 
and I can certainly sympathize. 
While I’m sure you’re bracing 
yourself for whatever chick fl ick 
is out now (Starlight or Noontime 














is to ask her, 
but being at 
Rose does 
things to 
a gentleman, and I understand 
that, so here’s another course of 
action for you CS-types.  
First off, disillusion yourself 
about going to a chick fl ick—la-
dies like them, but being girly is 
more fun with (gee, duh) girls. 
Second, unless you have a very 
interesting relationship, I would 
say action and horror fi lms are 
off limits too.  That leaves come-
dy, drama and family fi lms.  Now 
many people will tell you, for go-
ing to movies with a lady, that an 
emotional fi lm (the ones that end 
with her crying on your shoulder) 
are the best, but in practice, this 
is much more questionable than 
at fi rst glance.  While such close 
contact is indeed desirable and 
typically the outcome of such an 
encounter, studies have shown 
(conducted by people who I’m 
sure are real scientists) that com-
edy is a much better choice.  For 
example, such classics as “Monty 
Python and the Holy Grail” or 
“Wallace and Gromit” are much 
preferable to “Romeo and Juliet” 
or “Titanic”.  While both of the 
latter are sure to elicit varying 
degrees of distress from your lady 
c o m p a n -
ion, I would 












ly fun, then 
over  really 
fast).  On 
the reverse side of that, ensure 
that the comedy you pick match-
es her taste.  While Austin Powers, 
Hitch and Spaceballs are a great 
choice with your buddies, such 
humor is not always appreciated 
by members of the opposite gen-
der and receives an offi cial “Steer 
Clear” from me.  I’m certain that 
with time, you’ll be comfortable 
enough to share such delights 
with your lady, but for now, wait 
on the ridiculous humor until 
you know her better.
Elliot Simon
S t a f f  W r i t e r
The president has now 
opened embryonic stem-cell 
research to the masses, because 
America has to be the best in 
all forms of science, not just 
the ones that the people think 
are morally justified. Machia-
velli had it right, certainly: the 
ends always justify the means, 
unless there are little children 
involved—in which case you 
should probably NOT kill them. 
I understand that many of you 
reading this that will disagree 
with me.  I believe that the gov-
ernment shouldn’t have a say in 
what its citizens can and can’t 
do, and you may ask, how can 
I, as an advo-
cate of less 
g o v e r n m e n t 
inter vention 
in our lives, 
e n c o u r a g e 
the govern-
ment to limit 




research?  I 
would like to 
point out there 
are lives on 
the line—hu-
man lives. Not 
animals, not 
dogs. This isn’t 
Fluffy or Woo-
fums: this is 
a real person, 
or would be if 
the research 
being done 
on it didn’t in-
volve destroy-
ing it. “But it isn’t a person yet,” 
you say, “it’s still only a bunch of 
cells!” Yeah, so were you, what’s 
your point? And no, I’m not go-
ing all South Park [sic] on you, I 
don’t believe that “every sperm 
is sacred,” etc., it’s just that once 
the process is started, its not our 
place to put it on hold or stop it 
for our own means. I understand 
that the government should not 
tell us what to do, but at the 
same time, the government’s job 
is to maintain the rights of every 
person under it, the government 
was instituted to protect the peo-
ple, and just because they don’t 
have a voice yet does not make 
them any less important. And for 
all you yuppies out there, I real-
ize that the embryo could be the 
next Nobel Prize winner, could 
cure AIDS, could solve world 
hunger, but that’s a silly excuse. 
You shouldn’t care because of 
what they COULD do, or every 
parent would be disappointed 
in their children, because many 
dream, and the lucky few that 
succeed are not the reason the 
rest of us continue working to 
achieve our own dreams, howev-
er pale they are by comparison. 
Best of all, scientists are only 
focused on long-term research. 
Right now, they have a direction 
and a vague idea, but research 
and data are practically non-ex-
istent. Good idea, set them ALL 
loose at once.
Matthew Bryant
S t a f f  W r i t e r
In the latest issue of The 
Thorn, Dr. Ingram had chal-
lenged my stance on consensus 
by pointing to several areas of 
science that use it.  She stated 
that I had “fail[ed] to under-
stand…that consensus works in 
[my] favor more often than not.” 
I had originally stated that, at the 
point that an individual must re-
sort to consensus agreement to 
convince the masses, it’s already 
too late.  In other words, if the 
argument one makes is based on 
overwhelming belief in it (a con-
sensus), it cannot be a convinc-
ing argument.  
Consider an example of “con-
sensus science”.  In the past few 
centuries, hospitals throughout 
Europe and America consistent-
ly reported death rates between 
20% and 25% for all women. 
The cause was a fever following 








and that he 
was able to 
cure them. 
The con-
sensus said no.  In 1843, Oliver 
Wendell Holmes claimed this 
fever was contagious, and pre-
sented compelling evidence. 
The consensus said no. Several 
years later in 1849, Semmelweiss 
demonstrated that sanitary 
techniques virtually eliminated 
the fever in hospitals under his 
management. The consensus 
said he was a Jew, ignored him, 
and dismissed him from his po-
sition.  Not until the start of the 
twentieth century was there an 
awakening on puerperal fever. 
We now know these individuals 
were right, given that improved 
hygiene all but eliminates puer-
peral fever related deaths.  How-
ever, because of the consensus it 
took one hundred and twenty-
five years to arrive at the right 
conclusion.
There are many other examples 
as well.  The late Michael Crichton 
points to Louis Pasteur and germ 
theory,  Edward Jenner and small 
pox, saccharine, margarine, re-
pressed memory, fiber and colon 
cancer, hormone replacement 
therapy – all consensus errors.
One issue addressed in previ-
ous articles was Al Gore’s claim 
that “there is no longer any seri-
ous debate over the basic points 
that make up consensus on global 
warming.”  Ingram claims that I 
used “the consensus argument 
to argue against the consensus 
represented in the IPCC report.” 
The claim is that by showing 650 
dissenting scientists are on record 
against the IPCC report, one is in-
voking consensus against consen-
sus.   Quite the contrary, in order to 
debunk consensus one must point 
out those who disagree.  The fact 
that 650 scientists disagree is not 
insignificant either.  Ingram ar-
gues, and rightly so, that these 650 
individuals may all have different 
reasons for dissenting, a point she 
uses to illustrate numbers aren’t 
everything.  However, the fact that 
there may be at least 650 differing 
opinions from the IPCC report is 
itself proof 









t i m o n y 
isn’t the IPCC report.  The issue is 
that, when asked in detail about 
the science of climate change, 
Gore’s only retort was “the science 
is settled.”  This isn’t an argument 
for or against climate change, just 
an observation that consensus 
should never be an argument for 
science.
Consensus is a tool for politi-
cians.  It takes one individual to 
have results that are verifiable 
by reference to the real world. 
In science, consensus is irrel-
evant.  What are relevant are 
reproducible results.  In fact, 
the greatest scientists in history 
are great precisely because they 
broke with consensus.
The Rose ThornOPINIONS6
You may note that this comic does not fit the sentiments expressed in the article.  That is 
an editorial choice to balance out the page.  Although I suspect next week I’ll have at least 
one reply to this article.  Maybe from you!
https://secure.progressohio.org/
The science of baby killing
Christine Price
O p i n i o n s  E d i t o r
It is, apparently, National 
Women’s Month.  And so, in hon-
or of that, I shall pontificate on 
the place of women.
Over quarter break, I got to go 
to Turkey with Chris Routh and 
Archana Chidanandan to meet 
the Turkish students we are col-
laborating with in the Computing 
in a Global Society class, which 
was quite awesome.  I bought 
scarves, had food cut up with 
a sword, and wasn’t sexually or 
nonsexually molested.  I also 
got to witness some interesting 
things.  One evening, we were all 
having dinner at a teacher’s apart-
ment.  When it had finished, most 
of the students started clearing 
away dishes, including the single 
American male that was on the 
trip.  While cleaning, he was told, 
“Oh, you don’t have to do that, 
you are a boy!”  
Women’s rights are often dis-
cussed in a vacuum.  We (and by 
“we” I mean “probably people at 
other schools with less home-
work, because who has time to 
talk about the social issues when 
there’s PLC to do?”) talk about 
making laws, or changing social 
mores to improve women’s rights, 
but my trip to Turkey made me 
realize something.  It is difficult to 
change the social place of wom-
en without changing society.  Or, 
more specifically, it is difficult to 
change the social place of women 
without first making society safer. 
I couldn’t help but notice that be-
fore going into a shopping mall, 
a person waved a metal detector 
wand over us.  Before entering a 
parking garage, a large mirror on 
a stick looked under the car for 
bombs.  Security personnel exist-
ed in much higher numbers than 
I am accustomed to.  We saw one 
building with a logo that looked 
like the air force, and we asked 
the Turkish students what it was. 
Apparently it was an agency that 
helped you hire body guards.
While I know there are hun-
dreds of things that directly and 
indirectly could improve women’s 
lives (such as running water:  ac-
cording to an Indian woman I met 
on a train in Spain once, some 
girls don’t go to school because 
they have to help their mothers 
get water.  Interesting, eh?), safety 
is one of the more major ones.  In 
life, things often work if they bal-
ance.  And needing a 
man for protection 
changes the balance. 
In a situation remi-
niscent of the dys-
topia presented in 
the Twilight novels, 
women often trade 
away their indepen-
dence for protection 
in a hostile world. 
Well, not quite that 
dystopic,  but while 
one girl in the group 
put away dishes and 
poured drinks for her 
boyfriend, he helped 
her onto buses and 
walked between her 
and suspicious clusters of men 
in town.  As long as women need 
men to be their protectors, we 
will never be equal.
I don’t know how to make 
the world safer,  other than giv-
ing everybody an Uzi.  So I don’t 
know a practical way to make the 
world safer.  But I do know that, 
in a more secure world, women 
will be safe to pursue grassroots 




I heard that the inspiration for this red flag 
came from a puddle of blood that reflected the 
moon and stars during their war for indepen-
dance.  Hardcore.
http://www.washjeff.edu/
 More breaking 
with consensus
“ ”
Consensus is a tool 




Have opinions?  
Send them to 
opinions@
rose-hulman.edu
Retro caption for retro pic: CAN’T STOP, YEAH!
http://dlibrary.acu.edu.au/
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Tim Boyer
S p o r t s  E d i t o r
As the winter season came to a 
close, many of the Rose-Hulman 
teams were wrapping up their 
seasons. One athlete, however, 
was getting ready for the biggest 
event of his wrestling career. Se-
nior mechanical engineering 
major Tyler Goble had qualified 
for the NCAA Division III Na-
tional Wrestling Tournament. 
While some students were relax-
ing at home or enjoying a sunny 
vacation, Goble traveled to Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa to compete March 6 
and 7. 
While he won his first match, 
he lost the following two, knock-
ing him out of the double-elimi-
nation bracket for the 165 pound 
weight class. Despite not winning 
a national crown, Goble finished 
his Rose-Hulman career with a 
single-season school record mark 
of 37-10, and a school record in 
career wins with a career mark 
of 111-37. In addition, with his 
high GPA and NCAA tournament 
qualification, Goble was named 
to the Wrestling Coaches Asso-
ciation All-Academic Team.
Goble recently took some time 
to answer some questions for The 
Rose Thorn.
Rose Thorn: How long have you 
been involved in wrestling?
Tyler Goble: I started wrestling 
when I was 5, so this makes it my 
16th year. 
RT: Over this past quarter break, 
you competed in the NCAA 
Division III National Wrestling 
Tournament. What was your 
experience like in competing 
for a national title?
TG: Having the opportunity to 
wrestle at nationals is something 
that I have looked forward to my 
whole college career. I set that as 
one of my goals as a freshman, 
and finally reaching that goal was 
amazing. 
RT: Your two losses in the Na-
tional Tournament were both 
decided by one point. Do you 
have any regrets about those 
matches?
TG: Every match, win or lose, I 
think back and pick out things 
I could have done differently. I 
didn’t wrestle well the first round, 
but ended up winning. My last 
two matches I wrestled a lot bet-
ter. I was happy with my perfor-
mances, but there is always that 
thought of what if I would have 
done this or that.
RT: This winter you set a single-
season school record with a 
mark of 37-10. What do you 
think enabled you to accom-
plish this?
TG: I was very fortunate to have 
such a great senior season. I attri-
bute most of my success to hard 
work and dedication to my goals. 
I was also fortunate enough to 
stay injury-free for the most part, 
and compete in a lot of tourna-
ments. 
RT: What’s the most meaningful 
award/recognition that you’ve 
received?
TG: I have won many tourna-
ments and received many awards 
throughout my wrestling career. 
One of the greatest I received was 
HCAC wrestle of the year honors 
this year. Being recognized as the 
best for the entire conference is a 
great accomplishment.
RT: Now that you’ve completed 
your college wrestling career, 
an accomplished one at that, 
is there any way you hope to 
stay involved in wrestling in the 
future?
TG: I recently accepted a job at 
Carne which is close to the high 
school I attended (Bloomington 
South). The plan is to help out 
there as an assistant coach for a 
few years, and then maybe some-
day it will lead to a head coaching 
position.
RT: With your recent competi-
tion at Nationals and your high 
GPA, you were recently named 
to the Wrestling Coaches As-
sociation All-Academic Team. 
How do you balance your time 
to be successful in both areas?
TG:  During season wrestling 
takes up a lot of my time, in 
order to keep up with school I 
have to be very organized and 
stay focused. For the most part 
my grades are even better dur-
ing season than they are during 




S p o r t s  E d i t o r
Starting today, 446 student ath-
letes from 134 colleges in 27 states 
will compete for a National Cham-
pionship. Even more specifically, 
they will be competing for that title 
in the Rose-Hulman Sports and 
Recreation Center. By tomorrow 
evening, male and female 
athletes will be crowned 
the best in NCAA Division 
III in various events, from 
the shot put to the triple 
jump, from the 55-meter 
high hurdles to the 5,000-
meter run. In the end, 
30 individual national 
crowns will be captured, 
15 for each gender, along 
with the top men’s and women’s 
team being named national cham-
pions based on points earned from 
the placing of athletes throughout 
the meet.
Recently, Track and Field Coach 
Larry Cole spoke with The Rose 
Thorn about what goes into host-
ing an event of this caliber.
“This all started about the week 
after the last time we had it in 2007. 
We got rave reviews from people 
around the country, officials, NCAA 
committee members wanting us 
to do it again. Our administration 
encouraged us to do it again.
“We set out to get the budget 
submitted about a month after the 
last one it was fresh in our memory 
and so we formulated the budget, 
Matt Sinclair, Al Morrison and I, 
basically put that together, submit-
ted it to the NCAA, and of course it 
was accepted.
“What we do is set up what we 
call a local committee, and what 
we tried to do here again , it was 
basically the same members that 
was on our committee again last 
time, kind of an eclectic group, 
Tom Miller, the head of our secu-
rity Gary Flora, Al Morrison and 
Matt Sinclair from the SRC, my son 
Matt [Cole], Kevin Lanke, Brenda 
Goble, and two coaches from In-
diana State are with us because of 
their national reputation of hosting 
the national cross country meet 
out there; we have a couple of guys 
from food services, and just kind 
of a little bit of everything from a 
our campus. We basically come 
up with a list of responsibilities for 
those people in each of their spe-
cific areas.
“The last time we had this, and 
the same thing will be true this year, 
is we counted probably five to six 
hundred people on our 
campus at one point in 
time got involved with 
actively helping out 
with this meet. All lot of 
the support come from 
the sororities and fra-
ternities help us set up 
and tear down, the that 
kids work in the SRC 
that lend a hand, our 
track teams, Resident Assistants 
act drug couriers, and a lot of fac-
ulty and staff get involved.
“The thing that really amazes is 
the cooperation we received from 
the students in just moving their 
cars. We got a beautiful facility for 
track and football and basketball 
and volleyball, whatever it might 
be, but we don’t have much park-
ing and then for them to clear out 
these lots Thursday to Saturday 
was amazing to me how much co-
operation the students gave us.
“The most gratifying point of the 
whole thing is watching everything 
come together as a meet director 
and see how many people bought 
into it and helped out at some 
point in time.”
Field events begin at 9:45 a.m. 
each day, with track events starting 
at 4 p.m. on Friday and 2 p.m. Sat-
urday. Tickets for the event will be 
available at the SRC on Friday and 
Saturday for $5 per day. 
The event will be the fourth 
NCAA Division III title event that 
Rose-Hulman has hosted in the 
past seven years.  The college pre-
viously hosted the 2002 and 2003 
Women’s Basketball Champion-
ship, the 2007 Track and Field 
Championships, and the 1995 
Men’s and Women’s Golf Champi-






February 28 - Orlando, Fla.
     Widener University       2
     vs. Rose-Hulman             7
March 1 - Orlando, Fla.
     Farmingdale State         5
     vs. Rose-Hulman            6
March 1 - Orlando, Fla.
     Farmingdale State         4
     vs. Rose-Hulman            14
March 2 - Auburndale, Fla.
     College Misericordia      2
     vs. Rose-Hulman            17
March 3 - Auburndale, Fla.
     St. Vincent College        9
     vs. Rose-Hulman            10
March 4 - Orlando, Fla.
     Gwynedd Mercy Coll.    8
     vs. Rose-Hulman             3
March 5 - Auburndale, Fla.
     Muhlenberg College      2
     vs. Rose-Hulman             3
March 6 - Auburndale, Fla.
     Augustana College         5
     vs. Rose-Hulman             7
March 6 - Auburndale, Fla.
     Augustana College         2
     vs. Rose-Hulman             1
March 7 - Winter Haven, Fla.
     Olivet College                2
     vs. Rose-Hulman            4
      Wrestling
    March 6-7
     NCAA Division III  Championships      
     Cedar Rapids, Iowa                                 Goble 1-2
Softball
3-5 (0-0)
March 2 - Tuscan, Ariz.
     DeSales University         13
     vs. Rose-Hulman             3
March 2 - Tuscan, Ariz.
     Siena Heights Univ.        0
     vs. Rose-Hulman              1
March 3 - Tuscan, Ariz.
     Iowa Wesleyan Univ.       3
     vs. Rose-Hulman              2
March 3 - Tuscan, Ariz.
     Viterbo University          1
     vs. Rose-Hulman             2
March 5 - Tuscan, Ariz.
     Concordia-Chicago         3
     vs. Rose-Hulman             4
March 5 - Tuscan, Ariz.
     Wartburg College           3
     vs. Rose-Hulman             0
March 6 - Tuscan, Ariz.
     Concordia-Chicago        4
     vs. Rose-Hulman             3
March 6 - Tuscan, Ariz.
     Simon Fraser Univ.        8
     vs. Rose-Hulman           0
March 11                     
     Fonbonne Univ.         4
     at Rose-Hulman         3
      Swimming
    February 19-21
     CCIW Championships      
     Wheaton, Ill.                               M-3rd, W-4th
      Track and Field
    February 21
     Hoosier-Buckeye Invitational      
     Terre Haute, Ind.                                 M-1st, W-4th
      Rifle
    February 28  
     WIRC Championships     
     Wesr Lafayette, Ind.                                       4th of 9
      Diving
    February 14
     CCIW Championships      
     Bloomington, Ill.              Gerdov 1st in 1 and 3-m
(10)
“ ”
Our goal is to provide the 
coaches fans and athletes with 




Hey there, Rose-Hulman, how’s first week? All unattributed material was unabashedly stolen or typed by James Zhou. I wonder what sorts of subversive content I’m allowed to stick in this little disclaimer? Well, no one ever reads disclaimers, so I guess I’ll stick in whatever I 
want.Did you know that trees can kill themselves by growing too many roots? It is totally true because I read it on the internet, so if you are a hippy tree hugger, remember to dig up your favorite tree and chop off a couple of roots every month or so..
FLIPSIDE
We bring you everything but the truth 
Here at the Flipside, we’re all about outside interference. Story 
ideas, constructive criticism, legal concerns, destructive criti-
cism, free food...Whatever it is, please, by all means, e-mail it 
to us here at flipside@rose-hulman.edu Thank you!
James Zhou
 A s  e conom i ca l l y  s ens i b l e  a s  mos t  Amer i cans
In a time when most businesses are feeling the economic crunch, one 
industry is still expanding. The National Mint has recently instituted a 
double overtime policy, in which the government employees actually 
work, which is somewhat alarming in and of itself. This is because the 
presses have been going non-stop to produce the money needed for the 
recent string of bailout plans and stimulus packages. 
With the recent passage of the $410 billion omnibus appropriations 
bill, the presses are going into overdrive. Unfortunately, at least three of 
the presses have caught fire during the execution of the TARP, so trea-
sury officials are unsure if the nation’s presses can even keep up with the 
amount of money the government is planning to give away. Good news: 
They are now hiring!
“If you’re looking for pictures 
of actual foxes on Google, 
you want to turn Google 
Safe Search on.” — Dr. 
Clifton. Unfortunately, I 
did not take his advice, 
now the face of Glenn Beck 
haunts me.
“But I think I will be okay, I eat 
at First Wok once a week, 
so I think I am immune 
to most things.” — Dr. 
Stienstra, still susecptible to 
ARA food.
“Mushroom, clover, moon-
beam! Moonbeam!” — Dr. 
Mr. DeVasher, sharing the 
secret ingedients to make a 
Powerstatistics Girl.
“Does that make sense? No, 
trust me it doesn’t make 
sense to anyone.” — Dr. 
DeVasher, when we asked 
him to clarify his previous 
outburst.
“I need some unemployed 
econ major to erase the 
board” — Dr. Bremmer. Are 
you sure? They might acci-
dently turn your board into 
a gaping economic crisis.
“The Doctor tells me to 
either lose weight, ex-
ercise, or die.  And right 
now, dying sounds best.” 
— Dr. Bremmer. This 
man is right, everyone 
knows you lose weight 
automatically after you 
die.
“Whenever I ask you if it’s 
good to have fires going 
in the Organic Chemis-
try lab, the answer is no. 
Anywhere else, it’s okay.” 
— Dr. Mrs. DeVasher. I 
wonder if I can use this 
to defend my charges of 
pyromania?
“I/O will bang you ev-
erytime.” — Dr. Bon-
ner. Warning: You may 
acquire viruses.
“One day, 20 years from 
now, when you’re push-
ing one of those baby 
things, I’m going to walk 
up, point a gun at the 
kid and go ‘What’s the 
slope of the tangent?!’” 
— Dr. Butske. Answer: 
The tangent has no slope 
with respect to a line 
perpendicular to itself.
Wacky prof quotesA word from 
the editor
James Zhou
Selling out is easy to do
I have begun my reign of terror-
ible humor editing by selling out. 
That is to say, I have decided to rent 
out ad space on the Flipside. Do not 
worry, these ads are very tasteful 
and will definitely not distract you 
from our wonderful content. Now, 
like many newspaper editors, I do 
not actually check over my ads or 
verify them for things like accuracy 
or tastefulness, but obviously large 
cooperations would not lie to my 
face. Heck, I just leave a white space 
and let the advertising staff work 
their magic. So, please support the 
Flipside and buy something from 
[COMPANY NAME HERE]!
The National Mint: Savior of 
the recession?Top “10” Ten
Matt Melton
 W i l l  b e  h e r e  f o r  m a n y  m o r e  y e a r s  t o  c o m e
10. A Career Fair company rep tells the truth: “We need you WAY 
more than you need us.”
9. Admissions announce “the incoming class is 33 percent female!”
8. Some random guy at a frat party gets slapped unconscious for 
calling a female student “just some Rose girl.”
7. The dorkiest, shyest, most stereotypical nerd at Rose tells a Rose 
goddess “I’d rather date my female robot companion than you.”
6. An MIT student comes to Rose and asks, “you have HOW much 
homework?”
5. A professor for E-mag Fields or some other class cuts to the chase 
and says, “Yes, this class is meant to ruin your social life. Yes, I will 
teach as if it were your only class and I were your only prof. And yes, 
I do enjoy watching you suffer. Ha. Ha.”
4. The Rose track team wins the Midwest Regional Track Champion-
ship with their new secret weapon: The Nerd Run.
3. A girl hotter than the sun walks through Speed Hall in nothing 
but a swimsuit—and not a single freshmen guy steps out of his 
room to notice.
2. MAPLE Version 13: Actually Understandable
1. A CS/SE softball team destroys the Civil all-star softball team and 
celebrates by programming a rope you can push.
Things I’d like
to see before I graduate 
Grand Closing 
Sale!
Everything must go. Seriously. Everything.
save $330 $399
Employee Bathroom Toilet
2-piece toilet, slightly used. Extremely comfortable, as our empolyees can 
often be found sitting on the toilet instead of helping our customers.
save $50 $100 $1000 $3398 $10199
SHITAKETHIS
54 inch LCD HD television. No idea why you, or anyone, would need one. 
Buy it anyway. Please save our unsustainable consumer-based economy.
save $2.17 Million$999
IDIOT
54 brain cell CEO. No idea why you, or anyone, would need one. Unless it 
is for throwing rocks at. If so, go for it. Please use sharp rocks. Very sharp 
rocks. Perhapes explosive rocks. Or rockets. 
Noel Spurgeon - Wrote  this one  on her phone
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